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religious society to which he belongs, the individual seeks
to satisfy his religious needs, and at the same time to
supplement the religious education of the young. Now
religious instruction belongs by its nature to that part of
education which is carried on in the family and the home,
not in the publicity of the schools. This is not to say that
the school should have no part in religious education. In
so far as religious culture is an inalienable part of general
culture, especially for the classes represented in national
schools, it cannot be neglected in the school. But the
object of public instruction is to make men and citizens,
not adherents of any particular religious society. Hence
it is especially undesirable that the State should surrender
the charge of instruction into the care of the Church or the
various religious bodies, if, as should be the case, its citizens
belong to different religious societies according to their
convictions. In such a case, where the Church gets control
of education or even a decisive influence, it will naturally
regard the religious side of instruction as of prime im-
portance. Hence it will, as a matter of principle, admit
only its own members to its schools, or tolerate those of
other faiths only in cases of necessity. Education under
the guidance of the Church means, then, a division of general
instruction according to differences of church and creed.
This means a division among the young in all those
circumstances which should prepare them for their secular
occupations and their position as citizens, a division of the
intellectual culture of the nation in accordance with religious
differences and such political views as are thereby deter-
mined. But the end at which the State should aim, in
order to train its citizens into a national community, is
unity of education, whereby at all stages of instruction
the members of various classes and religious faiths shall
be united.